
BOISE — As Idahoans prepare to ring in the New Year, the Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) reminds 
revelers to have a plan for a sober ride home.

This weekend, ITD’s Office of Highway Safety (OHS) and law enforcement agencies across Idaho will work together 
to keep Idahoans safe from drunk and impaired drivers. Law enforcement officers from more than 50 agencies will 
dedicate patrols to getting impaired drivers off the roads.

“Our goal is to help Idahoans start the New Year safely by reminding them to make a plan to get a safe ride home,” 
said Highway Safety Manager Josephine Middleton. 

In 2021, 108 people were killed in crashes that involved an impaired driver in Idaho. This represents 40 percent of 
all traffic fatalities that year. 

While law enforcement will be on heightened watch for drivers under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol, 
preventing crashes is a shared responsibility in our community. 

“We want people to enjoy the holiday with family and friends, but we also want them around to enjoy all of 2023 as 
well,” Middleton said. “This is why it’s so important for everyone on the roads to do their part to put an end to 
impaired driving.”

Middleton offered the following tips for a safe New Year’s Eve:

• Designate a sober driver or plan to use a ride service to get home safely.
• Is it your turn to be the designated driver? Take that role seriously, and do not drink any alcohol. Your friends 

and family are counting on you.
• If someone you know is about to drink and drive, take the keys away and help arrange a safe ride. 
• Always buckle up – it’s your best defense against impaired drivers.

Funding for extra patrols and overtime work focused on impaired driving enforcement is provided by a grant through 
the Idaho Office of Highway Safety and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 

Ellen Mattila

12/29/2022

Plan for a Sober Ride Home on New Year’s Eve

ITD Communication
208-832-8776
ellen.mattila@itd.idaho.gov

https://www.facebook.com/idahotransportationdepartment
http://itd.idaho.gov/
https://twitter.com/idahoitd
https://www.youtube.com/user/idahoitd



